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place, but to goe for Saint Hellena. So we stoode along with
them, and altogether arived at Saint Hellena the 21 day of the
same month: the Ascention, and the Frenchman (called the
Cresety of Saint Mallowes), the two Dutchmen. The admiral!
was called the Amsterdam (about the burthen of 300 last1) and
the other called the Tergow (of the bignesse of the Ascention);
which shippe[s?] hath beene almost thirty three monethes from
home, and (as they tould us) laden at Patania; most of her lading
beeing pepper; and in their way homeward they touched at
Banton. The people of Banton were glad when they came
thither, because they thought they woulde have laden pepper;
having great store lying upon their hands, and being cheaper
then ours is. The generall of the Flemmings, whose name is
Jacob Cornelius van Neskes [see p. 139], toulde us that there is
pepper enough to lade foure or five ships. So that, if the
Dragon came there in any time convenient, it is not to be doubted
but they are uppon the waye homewardes, full laden with
pepper &c.
The Frenchmen have determined suddainely to leave our
companye to depart homewardes; which hath made mee to
trouble you with this discourse, although not so large as willingly
I would it were, for the time will not permitte mee to doe
otherwise; hoping that it will not bee anything displeasing unto
you, having (as I thinke) not before this heard any certainetye of
us since our departure out of England; beeing verie willing it
should come to your hands before you heare of us any more, the
better to prepare your mindes for the setting foorth of a new
voyage.
Wee shall bee readye to departe from hence the fifteenth day
of this moneth of March. God send us home in safetye.
The names of the chiefe men of note which are dead in the
voyage.
There was 182 men which were dead out of our fleete before
we parted from our generall. Three of our men dead since.
Men of note which are dead are these: William Leake,
1 One last equals two tons.